The clinical and histopathologic features of a series of 464 oral squamous cell papillomas.
A clinical and histopathologic analysis of 464 oral squamous cell papillomas is presented. Data on age, sex, race, location, clinical appearance, duration, recurrence, and clinical diagnosis are reviewed. One hundred seventy-six of the 464 specimens were examined for hyperkeratosis, character and amount of inflammatory infiltrate, and evidence of cellular atypia. The trends seen in this study support claims made by previous authors regarding incidence and inflammatory involvement. The data support a slightly higher occurrence rate in males than in females and in white as opposed to black patients. Papillomas were most abundant on the palatal complex, dorsum and lateral tongue borders, and lower lips, respectively. Confusion of papilloma for fibroma in the clinical diagnosis was less common than expected. Recurrence rate and incidence of multiple papillomas were low. Histologic study revealed a tendency for hyperkeratotic lesions to arise from nonkeratinized oral sites. Cellular atypia was found, but it is still unclear whether these changes are preneoplastic or due to an increased growth rate.